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xxxi

World Civilizations: The Global Experience identifies six peri-
ods in world history. Each period is determined by three basic cri-
teria: a geographical rebalancing among major civilizational areas, 
an increase in the intensity and extent of contact across civilizations 
(or, in the case of the earliest period, cross-regional contact), and the 
emergence of new and roughly parallel developments in many major 
civilizations. The book is divided into six parts corresponding to 
these six major periods of world history. In each part, basic character-
istics of each period are referred to in chapters that discuss the major 
societies in the Middle East, Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas, 
and in several cross-cutting chapters that address larger world trends. 
Each period offers a distinctive set of themes, or Big Concepts, that 
are defined in general terms and then explored in terms of particular 
regions. Part introductions identify the fundamental new characteris-
tics and new levels of interaction that define each period.

Part I, Early Human Societies, 2.5 Million–600 b.c.e.: Origins 
and Development, sketches the hunting-and-gathering phase of 
human existence, then focuses on the rise of agriculture and the 
emergence of civilization in parts of Asia, Africa, Central America, 
and southeastern Europe—the sequence of developments that set 
world history in motion from the origin of the human species until 
about 3000 years ago.

Part II, The Classical Period, 600 b.c.e.–600 c.e.: Uniting Large 
Regions, deals with the growing complexity of major civilizations 
in several areas of the world. During the classical period, civiliza-
tions developed a new capacity to integrate large regions and diverse 
groups of people through overarching cultural and political sys-
tems. Yet many regions and societies remained unconnected to the 
increasingly complex centers of civilization. Coverage of the classical 
period of world history, then, must consider both types of societies.

The period covered in Part III, The Postclassical Period, 600–
1450: New Faith and New Commerce, saw the emergence of new 
commercial and cultural linkages that brought most civilizations 
into contact with one another and with nomadic groups. The decline 
of the great classical empires, the rise of new civilizational centers, 
and the emergence of a network of world contacts, including the 
spread of major religions, are characteristics of the postclassical era.

Developments in world history over the three centuries from 
1450 to 1750 mark a fourth period in world history, which is cov-
ered in Part IV, The Early Modern Period, 1450–1750: The World 
Shrinks. The rise of the West, the intensification of global contacts, 
the growth of trade, and the formation of new empires define this 
period and separate it from the preceding postclassical period.

Part V, The Dawn of the Industrial Age, 1750–1900, covers 
the period of world history dominated by the advent of industri-
alization in western Europe and growing European imperialism. 

World history explores the human past, around the globe, to help 
us understand the world we live in today. It seeks to identify how 
major forces have developed over time, like patterns of migration 
or world trade. It explores the cultures and political institutions of 
different regions, to help explain commonalities and differences. 
World history builds on a growing amount of historical scholarship, 
some of which has truly altered the picture of the past. It involves 
a rich array of stories and examples of human variety, intriguing in 
themselves. It helps develop skills that are vital not just to the his-
tory classroom, but to effective operation in a global society—skills 
like comparing different societies, appreciating various viewpoints, 
identifying big changes and continuities in the human experience. 
Always, however, it uses the past as a prologue to the present. World 
historians argue that no one society, past or present, can be under-
stood without reference to other societies and to larger global forces. 
They argue, even more vigorously, that the present—which clearly 
involves relationships that embrace the whole world—cannot be 
grasped without a sense of the global historical record.

From its first edition, World Civilizations: The Global Experi-
ence has aimed at capturing a truly global approach by discussing 
and comparing major societies and focusing on their interactions. 
The goal is to present a clear factual framework while stimulating 
analysis about global contacts, regional patterns, and the whole pro-
cess of change and continuity on a world stage. This kind of world 
history, focused on the development over time of the forces that 
shape the world today, helps students make sense of the present and 
prepare to meet the challenges of the future. It is hard to imagine a 
more important topic.

Embracing the whole world’s history obviously requires selectiv-
ity and explicit points of emphasis. This text gains coherence through 
decisions about time, about place, and about topic. In all three cases, 
the book encourages analysis, relating facts to vital issues of interpre-
tation. Through analysis and interpretation students become active, 
engaged learners, rather than serving as passive vessels for torrents 
of historical facts. Underpinning analysis, the issues of time, place, 
and topic are the three keys to an intelligible global past.

Decisions About Time: 
Periodization
This text pays a great deal of attention to periodization, or the iden-
tification of major points of change in the global experience. This 
is an essential requirement for coherent presentation—going well 
beyond the one-thing-after-another type of chronology—and ulti-
mately a precondition of relating the past to the present.
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bands of humans, after all, could number no more than sixty peo-
ple. No world history survey can even approach that level of detail. 
World history seeks legitimate ways to define larger regions and 
societies that serve as the basis for meaningful contacts and reac-
tions to global forces.

Major regions of the world depend on a combination of geog-
raphy and historical developments in the form of shared institutions 
and beliefs. This book uses several regions as frameworks for dis-
cussing patterns of activity and larger interactions: east Asia; south 
and southeast Asia; the Middle East, ultimately with the addition of 
north Africa; sub-Saharan Africa; Europe, often with some division 
between eastern and western; and the Americas. Australia and key 
island groups, and also patterns in central Asia, must be added in 
as well.

In several regions, beginning in key cases several thousand 
years ago, major civilizations helped organize and define regional 
characteristics. East Asia, to take one example, would be profoundly 
shaped by emerging features of Chinese civilization. Civilizations 
used economic surpluses, beyond basic survival needs, to gener-
ate relatively elaborate political institutions, cities, and trading 
networks. They also emphasized particular kinds of institutional 
arrangements and value systems that would provide a recognizable 
identity, differentiating their civilization from other societies. Using, 
but also debating, the concept of civilization helps organize the geo-
graphical foundation of world history by introducing not only key 
regions but regional characteristics and identities. Civilizations pro-
vide the basis for key comparisons, with each other and in terms of 
regional reactions to larger forces for change. The internal devel-
opments in major civilizations, along with mutual interaction and 
responses to broader factors like migration or missionary religions, 
form much of the stuff of world history for the past 5000 years. At 
the same time, other types of societies, including nomadic groups, 
played a vital role throughout world history, particularly as they 
long dominated strategically vital regions like central Asia. Most 
of these other societies were smaller than civilizations, in terms of 
population, but they played crucial functions in world history and 
developed successful cultural and institutional forms.

Attention to the major regions of the world does more than 
set the stage for comparative analysis in each of the chronological 
periods in world history. It also promotes a sense of geographic bal-
ance that is vital to the field. Many earlier historical efforts under-
standably focused on developments in one’s own society, assuming 
that the rest of the world was unimportant or somehow revolved 
around what was happening nearer home. Until recently, many 
Americans were urged to pay primary attention to the history of 
western Europe and the expansion of Western civilization across 
the Atlantic. These remain valid themes, but in the world history 
context they become only a part of a larger and more complicated 
civilizational pattern. The transition from Western to world his-
tory is still under discussion, but the global context gains ground 
steadily because it more accurately mirrors the world around us 
today. This book, paying attention to Western developments as 
part of the larger world story, and showing their interaction with 
other societies and other influences, strives to distribute appropri-
ate attention to all the major regions and to their changing roles in 
the larger global story.

The increase and intensification of commercial interchange, tech-
nological innovations, and cultural contacts all reflected the growth 
of Western power and the spread of Western influence.

The Newest Stage of World History: 1900–Present, the focus of 
Part VI, defines the characteristics of this period as the retreat of 
Western imperialism, the rise of new political systems such as com-
munism, the surge of the United States and the Soviet Union, and 
a variety of economic innovations, including the achievements of 
Japan, China, Korea, and the Pacific Rim. Part VI deals with this 
most recent period of world history and some of its portents for 
the future.

Underlying Issues
Two related themes and one standard historical complexity rise 
above the six-stage world history periodization. The first involves 
the interaction between tradition and change—and in recent peri-
ods, modern change. Many societies established key ideas and 
institutions early on, at least by the classical period. These tradi-
tions would then condition responses to change and modernity. 
Elements of this interplay become visible from the post-classical 
period onward; the tradition-change encounter remains vivid in 
the 21st century, though in forms very different from a thousand 
years ago. Each world history period involves important shifts in the 
interaction between change and tradition.

Theme two involves divergence and convergence. Societies 
emerged separately in many parts of the world, though the process 
was almost always affected by some wider contacts. This is part of 
the first phase of the human experience. Separation, or divergence, 
did not always mean difference, for many societies solved key prob-
lems in similar ways; but it did tend to produce separate identities. 
With growing contacts over time, opportunities and pressures pro-
duced various forms of imitation and convergence. The interplay 
between divergence and convergence is lively in the 21st century, 
but its shape has changed greatly over time. Here, too, each period 
involves a different statement of the balance between divergence 
and convergence.

Periodization emphasizes change, including changes in the 
basic frameworks in which traditions interacted with new forces 
and in which separate identities confronted new levels of conver-
gence. Always, however, change must be complicated by recogni-
tion of key continuities from the past. At various points in human 
history, including recently, huge new forces prompt some people to 
claim that “everything has changed.” In fact, strong traces of the past 
always linger. The challenge is to figure out how the balance works.

Place: Regions and 
Civilizations
Usable world history requires decisions about coherence in place as 
well as time. Even in the present day, and certainly in the past, key 
developments did not occur evenly across the whole globe: regional 
conditions always come into play. At the same time, not every defin-
able society can be encompassed—early hunting-and-gathering 

xxxii  Preface



directly to MyHistoryLab resources such as primary source docu-
ments, videos, and maps.

Learning Objective questions have been added to each chapter to 
highlight central themes and ideas. Each question is linked to one of 
the chapter’s main sections. Critical Thinking Questions were added 
at the end of each chapter to reinforce important concepts covered in 
the chapter and to serve as possible essay or class discussion topics. 
Further Readings were updated in most chapters, bringing the schol-
arship for the new edition up-to-date. In many chapters, the authors 
reference cultural regions that were underrepresented in earlier edi-
tions of the book—particularly the Middle East and Oceania.

Specific changes in the content of this edition are as follows:

•	 In Chapter 1, there are new sections on animism and 
pastoralism and the section on first cities has been expanded.

•	 In Chapter 3, there is an increased focus on environmental 
factors.

•	 Chapter 4 features an increased emphasis on the impact of 
political and technical change on the environment. Also, there 
are extensive changes in the Further Readings.

•	 Chapter 5 includes expanded treatment of Persia.
•	 In Chapter 7, there is now a comparison of Roman and 

Chinese empires. Coverage of Rome’s development has been 
expanded and there is new coverage of Rome’s environmen-
tal impact. Finally, there is a new section called Cities of the 
World: Rome

•	 Chapter 8 now includes an explanation of the Mayan system 
of assigning dates to events and features expanded coverage 
of Chavín culture.

•	 In the Chapter 9 Further Readings, scholarship on New Zea-
land has been added or updated.

•	 In Chapter 10, the section on the Spread of World Religions 
has been expanded.

•	 Chapter 12, the discussion of Sufis and their roles in science 
and philosophy has been expanded.

•	 Chapter 14 includes increased coverage of the Byzantine 
Empire. Also, there are new sections titled Cities in World 
History: Kiev and Global Connections and Critical Themes: 
Eastern Europe and the World.

•	 Chapter 16 features a stronger, more effective comparison of 
Aztecs and Incas.

•	 Chapter 18 includes new coverage of the importance of 
women in Vietnamese resistance movements and in society 
in general.

•	 In Chapter 19, the Further Readings have been expanded.
•	 Chapter 20 includes expanded coverage of the fifteenth 

century as a transition. There is a new section called The 
Structure of Transregional Trade. Coverage of critical themes 
of the Italian Renaissance has been revised. And there is new 
coverage of the impact of the Mongol era.

•	 In Chapter 22, there is expanded coverage of changes dur-
ing the early modern period and an explanation of cultural 
changes during the 18th century.

•	 Chapter 23 now has added material on the Columbian 
exchange and the early Caribbean.

•	 Chapter 24 features expanded sections on slaves and sugar 
plantations. There is new coverage of Africans in the 

Topics and Themes
A final way to focus world history, intersecting with decisions about 
time and place, involves the kinds of human and social activities 
that are highlighted. The first theme follows obviously from the 
uses of periodization and the need to deal coherently with world 
history over time: World Civilizations: The Global Experience deals 
consistently with change and continuity and with the causes of basic 
changes in global dynamics from one period to the next.

Interactions among the major regions and societies, the second 
theme, focus attention on the ways individual regions and civiliza-
tions were shaped by contacts with other areas. Contacts include 
trade, of course, but also war, diplomacy, and international organi-
zations from religious entities to the multinational companies and 
global agencies of more modern times.

A cluster of factors deal with economic activities and popula-
tion patterns as they affect people, societies, and the environment. 
Technology has a key role here, but also population structures and 
disease, labor systems, migrations, plus manufacturing and agri-
culture. Each civilization must be discussed with these patterns in 
mind, as well as the broader diffusion of trade, technologies, and 
population exchange as they formed core parts of the larger pat-
terns of interaction.

Each society featured characteristic social and gender struc-
tures that organized and tried to justify various systems of inequal-
ity. Dealing with how social systems changed over time and com-
paring them from one region to the next are core features of world 
history; social systems could also be affected by changing patterns 
of contact.

The fifth thematic area clusters around culture—belief systems, 
values, and artistic styles—as these emerged in religions, intellectual 
systems, and science. Here too, change over time and the results 
of interactions among societies form key elements in the cultural 
dynamics of world history.

Finally, politics demands emphasis: the functions and struc-
tures of states, as they formed and changed, along with ideas about 
politics and political identity (political culture). In modern centu-
ries, this topic embraces the emergence of nation states and also 
their limitations in global context.

The topical themes of this book help organize discussions of 
change over time but also the possibility of developing comparisons 
from one society to the next. Interactions among the themes—how 
new trading patterns affected, and were affected by, cultural systems, 
for example—help structure more challenging analytical efforts.

What Is New to This Edition?
The seventh edition of World Civilizations: The Global Experience 
has been revised to reflect the latest developments in historical 
research and benefits from the addition of a host of new features to 
assist student learning. The most significant pedagogical innovation 
has been the seamless integration of documents, maps, videos, illus-
trations, and other resources from MyHistoryLab into the textbook. 
A new pedagogically driven design highlights a clear learning path 
through the material and offers a visually stunning learning expe-
rience in print or on a screen. With the Pearson eText, featuring a 
new streamlined design for tablet devices, students can transition 

Preface ﻿ ﻿   xxxiii



Part Introductions
Part introductions, reviewed for this edition, discuss the conditions 
that set the stage for the developments that define each new period 
in world history. They identify the characteristics of the period of 
world history covered in the part, and recap the continuities that 
exist from one period to the next. Two world maps at the beginning 
of each part introduction provide a graphic reference for the major 
changes of the period. Part timelines list the major events of the 
chronological period covered.  

Americas and African actions in era of emancipation. Data 
on the African slave trade has been updated.

•	 Chapter 25, formerly Chapter 23 in the sixth edition, has 
been relocated to facilitate comparison with other gunpowder 
empires. Also, there is expanded coverage of Russian societal 
changes.

•	 In Chapter 26, the new edition includes a greater emphasis 
on flourishing cities and there are further efforts to avoid the 
outdated Ottoman decline refrain.

•	 Chapter 27 has an expanded section on the Jesuits’ influence 
with the Qing emperors and their eventual failure to convert. 
There is a new section on the Tokugawa system of controlling 
allied and vassal daimyos.

•	 Chapter 28 expands the definition of the Industrial Revo-
lution and includes a discussion on the Second Industrial 
Revolution.

•	 Chapter 29 now contains more information on technology 
and militaries and emphasizes the role of soldiers that Euro-
peans recruited in colonies from Vietnam to India.

•	 In Chapter 31, several section titles were changed to clarify or 
bring them into accord with recent scholarship.

•	 In Chapter 33, the introduction to the Document has been 
revised with additional information.

•	 Chapter 34 includes expanded information on Stalin.
•	 Chapter 35 features further clarification on World War II 

and the Cold War as well as expanded coverage of key points 
throughout the chapter.

•	 Chapter 37 has expanded coverage of leadership in Cuba and 
Brazil. There is also expanded coverage of female leadership 
in Latin America. The population table has been updated and 
there are updates on the political situation in Cuba, Mexico, 
and Brazil. Finally, there is a closer examination of Latin 
America’s leftward swing.

•	 In Chapter 38, coverage of environmental factors and the 
impact of massive population increase and migration to 
urban centers has been expanded.

•	 Chapter 39 has a new short section on U.S. efforts to promote 
Japanese reconstruction in the era of the Korean and Viet-
nam wars as well as enhanced coverage of U.S./China rela-
tions through the present. There is expanded information on 
China’s environment and population and the regime-made 
famine linked to the Great Leap Forward.

•	 In Chapter 40, the world events timeline has been updated 
and there is new coverage of the Arab Spring.

•	 Chapter 41 features new and expanded sections on Globaliza-
tion and Global Industrialization. There are new sections on 
the Global Environment and Global Disease and there is new 
information on global environmental issues.

Features
The features in World Civilizations: The Global Experience have 
been carefully constructed and honed over the course of seven edi-
tions. Our aim has been to provide students with tools to help them 
learn how to analyze change and continuity.
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Il Quarto Stato (The Fourth State) by artist Guiseppe Pellizza da Volpedo depicts a crowd of Italian socialists. Socialism was a key outcome of 
industrial conditions and 19th century political change. (Giuseppe Pellizza da Volpedo, “Il Quarto Stato” 1901. Oil on canvas, 283 cm x 550 cm. 
Photo by Marcello Saporetti. Copyright Comune di Milano.)
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tHe OveRvieW

Maps tell a crucial story for the “long” 19th century—a period whose characteristics ran 
from the late 18th century to 1900. A radically new kind of technology and economy 
arose in a few parts of the world in what began to be called the industrial Revolution. 

the industrial Revolution greatly increased industrial production as well as the speed and volume 
of transportation. Areas that industrialized early gained a huge economic lead over other parts 
of the world, and massive regional inequalities resulted.

the industrial revolution must be understood in two ways. First, it was a process that trans-
formed agricultural economies, leading to growing urbanization, new social classes, new styles 
of life. this process began in western europe, but it would later spread to other regions; it is still 
going on today. industrialization as a global development, in other words, extends over several 
centuries. But second, in the 19th century itself industrialization was a largely Western monopoly, 
although with huge impact on other parts of the world. ironically, the new output of Western fac-
tories actually reduced manufacturing in many places, like india and latin America. Many regions 
faced rising pressures to increase agricultural and raw materials production at low cost. it was this 
growing imbalance that particularly shaped world history in the century and a half after 1750.

For industrial countries gained a number of power advantages over the rest of the world, 
thanks to new, mass-produced weaponry, steamships, and developments in communications. 
Western europe led a new and unprecedented round of imperialism, taking over Africa, Oceania, 
and many parts of Asia. even countries that began industrialization a bit later, like Russia and 
Japan, were adding to their empires by 1914.

industrialization was not the only fundamental current in the long 19th century. Dramatic 
political changes in the Atlantic world competed for attention, although imperialism overshad-
owed liberal reform ideals in other parts of the world. industrialization, however, was the domi-
nant force. its impact spread to art, as some artists sought to capture the energies of the new 
machines while others, even stylistic innovators, emphasized nostalgic scenes of nature as a con-
trast to industrial reality. industrialization also supported a new level of global contacts, turning 
the proto-industrial framework of the early modern period into globalization outright.

A sketch of the first successful steam-powered locomotive.
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R e v i s i t i n g

The Early Modern Period

PART

IV
CONTACTS AND THeIr LIMITS

In the context of world history, all the basic changes during the early modern period involved 
new levels of contacts. Merchants from many parts of the world participated in the new 
world economy. Their military superiority at sea allowed europeans to reach new areas, 

especially along coasts and islands. Chinese merchants continued to trade in southeast Asia, 
encountering europeans in the Philippines as well as through the port of Macao. The Columbian 
exchange was based on contacts—Asians learning of new foodstuffs, like the sweet potato, 
from the Americas, or Americans experiencing diseases brought by contacts with europeans 
and Africans. An obvious result of new contacts was the emergence of overseas empires, but 
even land-based empires brought new connections. russians, for example, came into con-
tact with new Muslim and Jewish minorities as their conquests expanded, while the Ottoman 
empire included Muslims, Jews, and Christians, not only in the general population but in the 
state bureaucracy as well.

Contacts involved new migration patterns. In key cases, they promoted new types of environ-
mental change. Food exchange and disease exchange interacted to produce important popula-
tion effects in many world regions.

On the whole, the contacts of the early modern period moved things—types of foods, 
germs, and goods—more than ideas. New foods from the Americas reached China, for example, 
which also took in massive amounts of New World silver. But the Chinese did not incorporate 
many new ideas or technologies from their new contacts. Small numbers of european mission-
aries, seen as harmless, were tolerated, and many of them took on Chinese dress and habits. 
early in the 18th century, even this tolerance declined as China began to repress Christian mis-
sionary efforts. The Mughal empire, initially interested in wide cultural contacts, also became 
less tolerant over time. And of course Japan turned toward more general isolation even more 
quickly. For their part,  europeans gladly welcomed new products and wealth from other parts 
of the world. Indeed, many europeans became dependent on items like sugar, one of the first 
great international consumer goods that involved mass taste. europeans also eagerly imported 
the habit of coffee drinking, and coffee houses, initially developed in the Middle east, sprang 
up throughout europe. european rulers, however, criticized coffee drinking as a foreign and 
dissolute habit and urged their subjects to stick to beer and wine. A new sense of superiority 
limited europeans’ openness to institutions and ideas from other regions. The Ottoman empire 
also kept a lid on many kinds of contacts, even as it experienced growing interaction with 
european as well as African and Asian merchants. Despite knowledge of the printing press, for 
example, Ottoman rulers forbade presses in the empire until the mid-18th century, on grounds 
they might be used to spread subversive ideas. Ottoman rulers did import Western doctors, who 
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Interior of a Turkish Caffinet in Constantinople. The use of coffee and coffee houses promoted new forms of 
consumerism and socialization in several regions.

actually knew no more than their local counterparts; otherwise, outside scientific developments 
were largely ignored.

There were exceptions to this pattern in which exchanges of goods outweighed inter-
change of ideas. extensive Christian conversions in the Philippines, where the Spanish occu-
pied directly, contrasted with the experience in most of Asia, where european Christian 
missionaries made only limited inroads on established affiliations to Buddhism, Hinduism, or 
Islam. The Ottoman empire opened new cultural links between the Balkans and Islam. russia, 
of course, became an avid imitator of Western techniques and styles, although only at the elite 
level of society.

The Americas, specifically Latin America, formed another special case. Outside goods—
germs, animals, but also european-manufactured guns and art work—were imported exten-
sively. europeans also introduced new ideas, especially pressure to convert to Christianity. 
Native Americans combined these imports with local traditions, merging some of their own 
gods with the roster of Christian saints or using traditional native art in Christian celebrations. 
The outcome, a classic result of contact, contained the outlines of a new culture that was nei-
ther traditional nor fully western. In some regions, imported African rituals and habits added 
to this mix of influences.
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xxxiv  Preface

End-of-Part Analysis
Following the final chapter in each part is an essay that revisits the 
dominant cross-civilizational (or cross-regional) contacts and divi-
sions that occurred during the era under examination. These sections 
encourage analysis of the dominant contact patterns in the period as 
well as the relationship to them of major individual societies.

Chapter Introductions
Each chapter introduction tells a compelling story about a par-
ticular pattern, individual, or incident to spark students’ interest 
and introduce chapter material in an engaging and dramatic way. 
The opening story concludes with an explanation of how the story 
relates to the chapter content and the key themes and analytical 
issues that will be examined in the chapter.



Documents
Substantial excerpts from selected original documents put students 
in contact with diverse voices of the past, and many have been 
revised for this edition. We share a firm commitment to include 
social history involving women, the non-elite, and experiences and 
events outside the spheres of politics and high culture. Each docu-
ment is preceded by a brief scene-setting narration and followed 
by probing questions to guide the reader through an understand-
ing of the document and to encourage interpretive reflections and 
analysis.

Timelines
In addition to the timeline in each part introduction, each chapter 
includes a timeline that orients the student to the period, countries, 
and key events of the chapter.

Listen to Chapter 14  
on MyHistoryLab

310 

Late in the 10th century, Vladimir, king of a Russian state centered in the city of Kiev, 
faced an important decision. What major religion should he choose—not only for himself, but 
for his people? Some Christian activity had been brought in from the Byzantine Empire to the 
south, and Vladimir’s grandmother had converted, but the majority of Russians were traditional 
polytheists.

Vladimir’s decision raised two issues. First, why decide? Why not adhere to tradition? Most 
of the societies around Russia were part of the growing surge of world religions—religions that 
appealed to people of many cultures. Vladimir likely thought that his kingdom’s growing trade 
and military activity would be complemented by a religion that had wider appeal than that of the 
traditional Russian gods. Vladimir was also defending his rule against internal strife and external 
attack: a successful move to impose a new religion would bolster his authority.

What were the main 
commonalities among the 
societies that developed in 
eastern Europe during the 
postclassical period? p. 321

14.4

Why did the two major 
regional versions of 
Christianity part? How 
significant was the split?   
p. 317

14.3

How does the Byzantine 
Empire fit the theme of state 
building and expansion?  
p. 313

14.2

What was the relationship 
between the Byzantine 
Empire and the earlier Roman 
Empire and what were 
the main similarities and 
differences? p. 311

14.1

L e a r n i n g  O b j e c t i V e s

Civilization in Eastern Europe: 
Byzantium and Orthodox Europe14

FiguRE 14.1 This 15th-century 
miniature shows Russia’s King 
Vladimir i being baptized in Cherson 
in the year 988.

What kinds of imitation 
affected Russia’s 
development in the  post-
classical period?  p. 321

14.5
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Second, decide on what? Placed as Russia was, Vladimir had knowledge of islam, Judaism, 
Western Catholicism, and Byzantine, or Orthodox, Christianity. Legend has it that he rejected 
Judaism because it was not associated with a strong state. He rejected Catholicism (gaining 
ground in neighboring Poland) because he wanted no interference from the pope. He rejected 
islam because of its prohibition of alcohol: “for drink is the joy of the Russian.”

in truth, the decision was probably easy. The Byzantine Empire was Russia’s prosperous neigh-
bor, a leading trading partner and sometime military ally. Vladimir was eager to marry the sister of 
the Byzantine emperor—according to another legend, the emperor was reluctant to give his sister 
in marriage to what he considered a backward warrior, but Vladimir captured a major Byzantine 
city and refused to give it back until the emperor relented. Choosing Orthodox Christianity would 
be a part of this larger relationship with Byzantium. ■

Vladimir’s decision was unquestionably important. Additional Byzantine influences, from art 
and literature to manners, began to shape Russian culture. Christianity was extended eastward, 
changing the boundaries between Christianity and Islam. The Russian state did gain new prestige 
and used religion to help unify its far-flung populace. At the same time, Vladimir’s choice sepa-
rated the kingdom from Roman Catholic western Europe, helping to create what would become 
a long-standing cultural division between eastern and western Europe. The implications of this 
separation continue to affect world affairs, even as other parts of eastern and western Europe 
are uniting.

CiViLizaTiOn in EaSTERn EuROPE

During the postclassical period two major Christian civilizations took shape in Europe. Both devel-
oped close relations with the Islamic world, and both played major roles in long distance trade. One, 
centered on the papacy in Rome, encompassed Western Europe, but the other radiated out from 
Constantinople. Both civilizations came to illustrate the diversification of state forms that was char-
acteristic of the post classical period.

The Power of the Byzantine Empire
The Byzantine empire maintained high levels of political, economic, and cultural activity during much 
of the period from 600 to 1450 c.e. It controlled an important but fluctuating swath of territory in 
the Balkans, the northern Middle East, and the eastern Mediterranean. Its leaders saw themselves as 
latter-day Roman emperors, and their government was in many ways a direct continuation of the 
eastern portion of the late Roman empire.

The real significance of the Byzantine empire goes well beyond its ability to keep Rome’s memory 
alive. The empire lasted for almost a thousand years, between Rome’s collapse in the West and the 
final overthrow of the regime by Turkish invaders. The empire’s capital, Constantinople, was one of 
the truly great cities of the world, certainly the most opulent and important city in Europe in this 

14.1 What was the relationship between the Byzantine Empire and the earlier Roman Empire and 
what were the main similarities and differences?

The power of the Byzantine 
empire and the spread of 
Orthodox Christianity long 
surpassed the global influence of 
Christian Western Europe.

 Watch the Video Series on MyHistoryLab
Learn about some key topics related to this chapter with the MyHistoryLab Video Series:  
Key Topics in World History
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from southeast Asia and India, particularly spices. These goods were transported to the Middle East 
in Arab ships, then brought overland, where they were loaded again onto vessels (mainly from Genoa 
and Venice, in Italy) for the Mediterranean trade.

Europeans entered into this era of growing contacts with several disadvantages. They remained 
ignorant of the wider world. Viking adventurers from Scandinavia had crossed the Atlantic in the 
10th century, reaching Greenland and then North America, which they named Vinland. However, they 
quickly lost interest beyond establishing settlements on Greenland and Iceland, in part because they 
encountered indigenous warriors whose weaponry was good enough to cause them serious problems. 
Many Europeans were also fearful of distant voyages lest they fall off the world’s edge.

As Europeans launched a more consistent effort at expansion from 1291 onward, they were 
pressed by new problems: fear of the strength of the emerging Ottoman empire and the lack of gold 
to pay for Asian imports. Initial settlements in island groups in the south Atlantic fed their hopes for 
further gains. However, the first expeditions were limited by the small, oar-propelled ships used in 
the Mediterranean trade, which could not travel far into the oceans.

new Technology: A key to power
During the 15th century, a series of technological improvements began to change the equation. Europeans 
developed deep-draft, round-hulled sailing ships for the Atlantic, capable of carrying heavy armaments. 
They were using and improving the compass. Mapmaking and other navigational devices improved as 
well. New combinations of sails, introduced on ships like the Portuguese caravel, allowed European ships 
to take advantage of different wind directions. Along with better ships’ hulls, these innovations allowed 
European ships to navigate in mid-ocean, no longer dependent on coastal waters, hence not only regular 
trips across Atlantic and Pacific, but greater speed and flexibility even in the Indian Ocean.

Finally, European knowledge of explosives, another Chinese invention, was adapted into gunnery. 
European metalwork, steadily advancing in sophistication, allowed western metalsmiths to devise the 
first guns and cannons. Although not very accurate, these weapons were awesome by the standards of 
the time (and terrifying to many Europeans, who had reason to fear the new destructive power of their 
own armies and navies). The West began to forge a military advantage over all other civilizations of 
the world, at first primarily on the seas—an advantage it would retain into the 20th century. With an 
unprecedented ability to kill and intimidate from a distance, western Europe was ready for its big push.

portugal and Spain Lead the pack
The specific initiative came from the small kingdom of Portugal, whose Atlantic location made it well 
suited for new initiatives. Portugal’s rulers were drawn by the excitement of discovery, the harm they 
might cause to the Muslim world, and a thirst for wealth—a potent mix. A Portuguese prince, Henry 

1400 c.e. 1500 c.e. 1600 c.e. 1700 c.e.

1394–1460 Life of prince henry 
the navigator
1433 China ends its great 
expeditions
1434 portugal extends 
 expeditions along west African 
coast
1488 portuguese round Cape of 
Good hope
1492 Columbus’s first expedition
1497–1498 vasco da Gama sails 
to india

1509 First Spanish colonies on 
Latin American mainland
1514 portuguese expedition to 
indonesia
1519–1521 Magellan 
 circumnavigates the globe
1534 First French explorations in 
Canada
1542 portuguese reach Japan
1562 Britain begins its slave trade
1571 Ottoman fleet defeated in 
Battle of Lepanto
1588 British defeat Spanish 
Armada
1597 Japan begins isolation 
policy

1607 First permanent British 
colony in virginia
1608 First French colonies in 
 Canada; England gains first 
 trading concession in india
1641 dutch begin conquests of 
Java (indonesia)
1652 dutch launch colony in 
southern Africa

1744 French–British wars in india
1756–1763 Seven Years War in 
Europe, india, and north America
1763 British acquire new France
1775–1783 American Revolution
1756 “Black hole” of Calcutta
1764 East india Company 
 controls Bengal
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Learning Objectives
Each of the main chapter headings is followed by a Learning Objec-
tive for the section that follows. These Learning Objectives also 
appear on the first page of the chapter, giving students an idea of 
important concepts they will encounter when reading the chapter.

Section-Opening Focal Points
Focal points listed next to each of the main chapter headings iden-
tify for the student the principal points to be explored in the section.

Visualizing the Past
The Visualizing the Past feature of each chapter supports visual lit-
eracy by showing students how to read and analyze visual material 
such as maps, charts, graphs, tables, or photos to interpret histori-
cal patterns. Text accompanying the illustrations provides a level of 
analysis, and a series of questions draws the students into providing 
their own analyses.  
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this picture shows Louis xiv’s grand 17th-century palace at 
Versailles. It displays the sheer opulence of this absolute monar-
chy, in what was Europe’s richest and most populous and influ-
ential nation. It also shows the renewed hold of a classical style, 
seen to be most prestigious for public buildings. What else does 
it suggest?

Architecture is sometimes thought to be the most socially 
and historically revealing of all the arts because it depends most 
heavily on public support; it is harder for architects, particularly 
dealing with public buildings, to be as idiosyncratic as painters 
or poets.

QUEsTiOns
■	 What kinds of intentions on the part of Louis and his advisors 

does this building represent?
■	 How can Versailles be interpreted as a statement of absolute 

monarchy?
■	 What would the palace represent to an ordinary French person? 

To an aristocrat?

versailles

VISuALIzIng THE PAST

The palace at Versailles.

 View the Closer Look on MyHistoryLab:  Versailles

POLITICAL CHAngE

Political change from 1600 to 1750 was complicated, even as religious strife gradually calmed. 
A  tradition of strong monarchy developed in France and elsewhere, greatly adding to the functions of 
the central government. But in Britain and Holland a different emphasis emerged, providing a strong 
parliamentary check on royal power. Both traditions proved significant in shaping Europe’s political 
future. More effective central governments and better-trained bureaucrats helped Europe catch up 
to political forms that had been developed earlier in countries like China. At the same time, growing 
suggestions of what would come to be called the nation-state provided a new element in politics that 
would later spread to other parts of the world.

Absolute Monarchies
New political currents took shape along with the rise of science, and at times the two trends connected. 
The feudal monarchy—the balance between king and nobles—that had defined western politics since 
the late postclassical period finally came undone in the 17th century. In most countries, after the pas-
sions of religious wars finally cooled, monarchs gained new powers, curtailing the tradition of noble 
pressure or revolt. At the same time, more ambitious military organization, in states that defined war 
as a central purpose, required more careful administration and improved tax collection.

The model for this new pattern was France, now the West’s largest and most powerful nation. 
French kings steadily built up their power in the 17th century. They stopped convening the medieval 
parliament and passed laws as they saw fit, although some provincial councils remained strong. They 
blew up the castles of dissident nobles, another sign that gunpowder was undercutting the military basis 
of feudalism. They appointed a growing bureaucracy drawn from the merchants and lawyers. They sent 

22.4 To what extent did European states begin to catch up with characteristics of effective states in 
various Asian societies?

As feudalism declined in western 
Europe, new political forms 
gained ground. Both absolute 
and parliamentary monarchies 
emerged.
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place in this voyage, which has been so hasty, their Highnesses 
may see that I shall give them all the gold they require, if they 
will give me but a very little assistance; spices also, and cotton, 
as much as their Highnesses shall command to be shipped; 
and mastic, hitherto found only in Greece . . . slaves, as many 
of these idolators as their Highnesses shall command to be 
shipped. . . .

But our Redeemer hath granted this victory our illustrious 
King and Queen and their kingdoms, which have acquired great 
fame by an event of such high importance, in which all Chris-
tendom ought to rejoice, and which it ought to celebrate with 
great festivals and the offering of solemn thanks to the Holy 
Trinity with many solemn prayers, both for the great exalta-
tion which may accrue to them in turning so many nations to 
our holy faith, and also for the temporal benefits which will 
bring great refreshment and gain, not only to Spain, but to all 
Christians.

WHY anD HOW ataHUaLLPa Was DEFEatED

The messengers came back to ask the Governor to send a Chris-
tian to Atahuallpa, that he intended to come at once, and that he 
would come unarmed. The Governor sent a Christian, and pres-
ently Atahuallpa moved, leaving the armed men behind him. 
He took with him about five or six thousand Indians without 
arms, except that under their shirts they had small darts and 
slings with stones.

He came in a litter, and before went three or four hundred 
Indians in liveries, cleaning straws from the road and singing. 
Then came Atahuallpa in the midst of his chiefs and principal 
men, the greatest among them being also borne on men’s shoul-
ders . . . . A Dominican Friar, who was with the Governor, came 
forward to tell him, on the part of the Governor, that he waited 
for him in his lodgings, and that he was sent to speak with him. 
The Friar then told Atahuallpa that he was a Priest, and that he 
was sent there to teach the things of the Faith, if they should 
desire to be Christians. He showed Atahuallpa a book . . . and 
told him that book contained the things of God. Atahuallpa 
asked for the book, and threw it on the ground, saying: “I will 
not leave this place until you have restored all that you have 
taken in my land. I know well who you are, and what you have 
come for.” . . . The Friar went to the Governor and reported what 
was being done, and that no time was to be lost. The Governor 
sent to me; and I had arranged with the Captain of the artillery 
that, when a sign was given, he should discharge his pieces, and 
that, on hearing the reports, all the troops should come forth 
at once. This was done, and as the Indians were unarmed, they 
were defeated without danger to any Christian. Those who car-
ried the litter, and the chiefs who surrounded Atahuallpa, were 
all killed, falling around him. The Governor came out and seized 
Atahuallpa, and in protecting him, he received a knife cut from 
a Christian in the hand. The troops continued the pursuit as far 
as the place where the armed Indians were stationed, who made 

in the first passage quoted here, Columbus writes to the 
Spanish monarchy on his way home from his 1492 expedition. In 
the second passage, the brother of Francisco Pizarro, the Spanish 
conqueror of Peru, describes in 1533 how the Inca ruler, Ata-
huallpa, was defeated.

COLUMbUs’s 1492 ExPEDitiOn

Sir, believing that you will take pleasure in hearing of the great 
success which our Lord has granted me in my voyage, I write 
you this letter, whereby you will learn how in thirty-three days’ 
time I reached the Indies with the fleet which the most illustri-
ous King and Queen, our Sovereigns, gave to me, where I found 
very many islands thickly peopled, of all which I took possession 
without resistance for their Highnesses by proclamation made 
and with the royal standard unfurled. To the first island that 
I found I gave the name of San Salvador, in remembrance of His 
High Majesty, who hath marvelously brought all these things to 
pass; the Indians call it Guanaham. . . . 

Espanola is a wonder. Its mountains and plains, and mead-
ows, and fields, are so beautiful and rich for planting and sow-
ing, and rearing cattle of all kinds, and for building towns and 
villages. The harbours on the coast, and the number and size 
and wholesomeness of the rivers, most of them bearing gold, 
surpass anything that would be believed by one who had not 
seen them. There is a great difference between the trees, fruits, 
and plants of this island and those of Juana. In this island there 
are many spices and extensive mines of gold and other metals. 
The inhabitants of this and of all the other islands I have found 
or gained intelligence of, both men and women, go as naked 
as they were born, with the exception that some of the women 
cover one part only with a single leaf of grass or with a piece of 
cotton, made for that purpose. They have neither iron, nor steel, 
nor arms, nor are they competent to use them, not that they are 
not well-formed and of handsome stature, but because they are 
timid to a surprising degree. . . .

Although I have taken possession of all these islands in the 
name of their Highnesses, and they are all more abundant in 
wealth than I am able to express . . . yet there was one large town 
in Espanola of which especially I took possession, situated in a 
locality well adapted for the working of the gold mines, and for 
all kinds of commerce, either with the main land on this side, or 
with that beyond which is the land of the great Khan, with which 
there is great profit. . . .

I have also established the greatest friendship with the king 
of that country, so much so that he took pride in calling me 
his brother, and treating me as such. Even should these people 
change their intentions towards us and become hostile, they 
do not know what arms are, but, as I have said, go naked, and 
are the most timid people in the world; so that the men I have 
left could, alone, destroy the whole country, and this island 
has no danger for them, if they only know how to conduct 
themselves. . . . Finally, and speaking only of what has taken 

Western Conquerors: tactics and Motives

dOCuMEnT

(continued on next page)
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QUEstiOns

■	 What were the main bases for initial European judgments about 
the characteristics of native Americans?

■	 how might the native peoples have judged the Europeans?

■	 What motives does Columbus appeal to in trying to interest 
Spanish rulers in the new land?

■	 These documents raise obvious problems of interpretation. They 
interpret interactions with another, very foreign culture from 
the European standpoint only. They also attribute motives to 
the adventurers that may or may not have been predominant. 
Figuring out how to gain useful, valid information from 
documents of this sort, which are essential in interpreting key 
developments in world history, is a major challenge. What parts of 
the accounts seem most reliable, and what criteria can be used to 
sort out degrees of accuracy?

no resistance whatever, because it was night. All were brought 
into town, where the Governor was quartered.

Next morning the Governor ordered us to go to the camp of 
Atahuallpa, where we found forty thousand pesos worth of gold 
and two or three pounds of silver. . . . The Governor said that he 
had not come to make war on the Indians, but that our Lord the 
Emperor, who was Lord of the whole world, had ordered him 
to come that he might see the land, and let Atahuallpa know 
the things of our Faith.  .  .  . The Governor also told him that 
that land, and all other lands, belonged to the Emperor, and that 
he must acknowledge him as his Lord. He replied that he was 
content, and, observing that the Christians had collected some 
gold, Atahuallpa said to the Governor that they need not take 
such care of it, as if there was so little; for that he could give them 
ten thousand plates, and that he could fill the room in which he 
was up to a white line, which was the height of a man and a half 
from the floor.

(continued from previous page)

FiGuRE 21.6 British naval power allowed the light infantry to scale the French fort from the St. Lawrence River 
and capture Quebec in 1759. The battle was a turning point in Canadian history: the beginning of the end of 
French rule.

M21_STEA6309_07_SE_C21.indd   479 08/07/13   4:44 PM

Thinking Historically
Each chapter contains an analytical essay on a topic of broad appli-
cation related to the chapter’s focus but extending across chrono-
logical and geographical boundaries. Critical thinking questions at 
the end of each essay prompt the reader to think beyond the “who, 
what, where, and when” of historical events and consider instead the 
far-reaching implications of historical developments.
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and, in many cases, pronunciation, can also be found in the margins 
of each chapter where the term is first used in the narrative.

MyHistoryLab Icons
Throughout each chapter are MyHistoryLab icons paired with 
images, maps, and portions of the narrative that lead students 
to additional resources—documents, images, maps, videos, and 
more—found on MyHistoryLab, giving students a deeper under-
standing of the topics covered in the text and leading to a more 
thorough integration between the book and online resources.

Global Connections
Each chapter ends with a Global Connections section that rein-
forces the key themes and issues raised in the chapter and makes 
clear their importance not only to the areas of civilization discussed 
in the chapter but also to the world as a whole.

Critical Thinking Questions
Critical Thinking Questions can be found at the end of each chapter 
as well as at the end of each part. These questions reinforce impor-
tant topics and themes explored in the text and also serve as possible 
essay or class discussion topics.

Further Readings
Each chapter includes several annotated paragraphs of suggested 
readings, substantially updated for this edition. Students receive 
reliable guidance on a variety of books: source materials, standards 
in the field, encyclopedia coverage, more readable general interest 
titles, and the like.

Glossary
The comprehensive glossary is another feature that sets this book 
apart. It includes conceptual terms, frequently used foreign terms, 
and names of important geographic regions and key characters on 
the world stage. Much of world history will be new to most students, 
and this glossary will help them develop a global vocabulary. For 
students’ convenience, the glossary terms, along with their definition 
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characteristic of ancient China or medieval and early modern 
Russia.

In both western Europe and Japan, feudalism was highly mil-
itaristic. Both the medieval West and Japan went through long 
 centuries of unusually frequent and bitter internal warfare, based 
in large part on feudal loyalties and rivalries. Although this warfare 
was more confined to the warrior-landlord class in Europe than in 
Japan, in both instances feudalism summed up a host of elite mili-
tary virtues that long impeded the development of more stable, 
centralized government. These values included physical courage, 
personal or family alliances, loyalty, ritualized combat, and often 
contempt for non-warrior groups such as peasants and merchants.

The military aura of feudalism sur-
vived the feudal era in both cases. It left 
Japan with serious problems in control-
ling its samurai class after the worst 
periods of internal conflict had passed 
in the early 17th century. In the West, 
the warrior ethic of feudalism persisted 
in the prominent belief that a central 
purpose of the state was to make war, 
thereby providing opportunities for 
military leaders to demonstrate their 
prowess. But the legacy of feudalism 
was not simply military. For example, 

the idea of personal ties between leaders or among elite groups 
as a foundation for political activity continued to affect political 
life and institutions, both in the West and in Japan, long after the 
feudal period ended.

The characteristics of feudalism in Japan and in the West 
were not identical. Western feudalism emphasized contractual 
ideas more strongly than did Japanese. Although mutual ties were 
acknowledged by members of the European warrior elite, feudal 
loyalties were sealed by negotiated contracts, in which the parties 
involved obtained explicit assurances of the advantages each would 
receive from the alliance. Japanese feudalism relied more heav-
ily on group and individual loyalties, which were not confirmed 
by contractual agreements. Probably for this reason, the clearest 
ongoing legacy of feudalism in the West proved to be parliamen-
tary institutions, where individual aristocrats (as well as towns-
people and clergy) could join to defend their explicitly defined 
legal interests against the central monarch. (Western feudalism 
also helped encourage the emergence of lawyers, who have never 
played a comparable role in Japan.) In Japan, the legacy of feu-
dalism involved a less institutionalized group consciousness. This 
approach encouraged individuals to function as part of collective 
decision-making teams that ultimately could be linked to the state.

in one sense, the existence of feudalism is easily explained. 
Many societies generated only weak central government struc-
tures simply because they lacked the resources, shared political 
values, and bureaucratic experience to develop alternatives. China 
under the Zhou dynasty is sometimes called feudal. The Russian 
kings from Rurik onward exercised only loose control over pow-
erful landlords. Kings in the divine monarchy systems of sub-
Saharan Africa, which flourished from about the 9th to the 19th 
century in various parts of the continent, similarly relied on deals 
and compromises with local and regional leaders. Indeed, African 
historians have often noted that kingdoms such as Ghana and 
Mali were ruled about as effectively as were Western monarchies 
during the Middle Ages.

A comparison of this sort reminds 
us that feudal systems were in many 
ways early, less sophisticated versions 
of political societies that were gradu-
ally moving from purely local toward 
more centralized organization. Indeed, 
almost all civilizations have experienced 
long periods of semi-centralized rule. 
In all such cases, including feudal ones, 
the claims of central authorities are not 
matched by effective power. Regional 
leaders have armies of their own and do 
much of the effective administration of their localities. Kings have 
to make deals with such leaders, relying on personal negotiation 
and pledges of mutual respect, marriage alliances, negotiation, 
and a willingness to give the local princes free rein in practice.

The feudal systems that arose in the West and Japan differed 
in some respects from the many other decentralized systems they 
resemble. These differences make it desirable not to call all such 
systems feudal, thus diluting an extremely useful term beyond 
recognition. For example, Russia was often decentralized and 
often saw its rulers, whatever their grandiose claims, make con-
cessions to regional nobles because the tsars depended on the 
loyalty and service of these subordinate lords. But Russia never 
developed a genuinely feudal political hierarchy, which is one of 
the features that distinguished it from the West. The same holds 
true for Zhou China or even the Sudanic empires of Africa.

Japan and the medieval West developed feudal systems 
grounded in a set of political values that embraced, however 
imperfectly, most of the participants in the system. The most 
important of these participants were the aristocratic lords, who 
effectively controlled the mass of the peasants. The idea of mutual 
ties and obligations, and the rituals and institutions that expressed 
them, went beyond the more casual local deals and compromises 

comparing Feudalisms

THinKing HiSTOriCALLY

[T]he idea of personal ties 
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elite groups as a foundation 
for political activity  continued 

to affect political life and 
 institutions, both in the West 
and in Japan, long after the 

 feudal period ended.

(continued on next page)
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samurai retainers, who in turn pledged their loyalty and were expected to provide military support 
whenever their lord called on them.

The collapse of centralized authority was sharply accelerated by the outbreak of full-scale civil 
war, which raged from 1467 to 1477. Rival heirs to the Ashikaga Shogunate called on the warlord 
chiefs to support their claims. Samurai flocked to rival headquarters in different sections of Kyoto, 
where feuding soon broke into all-out warfare. Within a 
matter of years, the old imperial capital had been reduced 
to rubble and weed-choked fields. While the shogunate 
self-destructed in the capital, the provincial lords contin-
ued to amass power and plot new coalitions to destroy 
their enemies. Japan was divided into nearly 300 little 
kingdoms, whose warlord rulers were called daimyos 
rather than bushi.

Toward Barbarism? Military Division 
and Social Change
Although the rituals became more elaborate, the armor 
heavier, and the swords more superbly forged, the chival-
rous qualities of the bushi era deteriorated noticeably in 
the 15th and 16th centuries. In the place of mud-walled 
forts, there arose the massive wood and stone castles, such 
as that at Himeji pictured in Figure 18.4. These impos-
ing structures dominated the Japanese landscape in the 
centuries that followed. Spying, sneak attacks, ruses, and 
timely betrayals became the order of the day. The pat-
tern of warfare was fundamentally transformed as large 
numbers of peasants armed with pikes became a critical 
component of daimyo armies. Battles hinged less and less 
on the outcome of samurai combat. Victory depended on 
the size and organization of a warlord’s forces and on how 
effectively his commanders used them in the field.

The badly trained and poorly fed peasant forces 
became a major source of the growing misery of the 

daimyos [daim-yo]  Warlord rulers 
of 300 small states  following civil war 
and  disruption of Ashikaga Shogu-
nate; holdings  consolidated into uni-
fied and bounded mini-states.

or when Western nations win political stability through use 
of  parliamentary forms, it surely seems legitimate to point to 
some persistent threads that run through the experience of the 
two societies. Whether the common experience of feudalism 
is a basis for later economic dynamism is a matter for specula-
tion.  However, it need not be excluded from a list of provoca-
tive uses of comparative analysis simply because the links are 
challenging.

QuestiOns

■	 Do you think the characteristics of feudalism help explain the later 
success of Western and Japanese societies? if so, in what ways? if 
not, why not?

■	 Which aspects of feudalism do you think had the greatest effect on 
these outcomes?

■	 What other factors should be taken into account if we want to fully 
analyze these trends?

Can the common fact of a feudal heritage be used to explain 
another similarity between the West and Japan that emerged 
clearly in the 20th century? Both societies have been unusually 
successful in industrial development. Both have also proven adept 
at running capitalist economies. It is certainly tempting to point 
to feudalism, the medieval feature the two societies uniquely 
shared, as a partial explanation for these otherwise unexpected 
19th- and 20th-century resemblances. The feudal legacy may also 
help to account for less positive aspects of western European and 
Japanese development in these centuries, especially their propen-
sity for imperialist expansion and the fact that they frequently 
resorted to war to solve conflicts with foreign powers. In the case 
of Japan and Germany, recent historians have established intrigu-
ing connections between the persistence of feudalism late into the 
early modern era and the rise of right-wing militarist regimes in 
the 1930s.

When the Japanese talent for group cohesion is identified so 
strikingly as an ingredient in 20th-century economic success, 

(continued from previous page)

Figure 18.4 Himeji Castle was one of the most formidable of the many fortresses 
that became focal points of much of the Japanese landscape in the era dominated by 
the samurai warriors. Although the inner buildings were often made of wood, these 
more vulnerable structures were defended by walls and long, fortified passageways 
made of stone. Like those of medieval europe, each castle had wells and granaries for 
the storage of food that allowed its defenders to withstand long sieges by the forces 
of rival warlords.

 View the Closer Look on MyHistoryLab: Edo Castle, Tokyo, Japan
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THe ATLANTiC SLAve TRADe

Portuguese ships pushed down the west African coast and finally reached the Cape of Good Hope in 
1487 (Map 24.1). Along the coast, the Portuguese established factories: forts and trading posts with 
resident merchants. The most important of these outposts was El Mina (1482) in the heart of the 
gold-producing region of the forest zone. These forts allowed the Portuguese to exercise some control 
with few personnel. Although the early voyagers carried out some raids, once their cannon range was 
exceeded the Portuguese simply were not powerful enough to enforce their will on the larger west 
African states. Therefore, most forts were established with the consent of local rulers, who benefited 
from access to European commodities and sometimes from the military support the Portuguese 
provided in local wars.

Africans acquired goods from the Portuguese, who sometimes provided African rulers with 
slaves brought from other stretches of the coast. In return, the Portuguese received ivory, pepper, 
animal skins, and gold. From El Mina, Accra, and other trade forts, routes led directly into the gold-
producing regions of the interior, so that the Portuguese eventually traded with Mande and Soninke 
merchants from Mali and Songhay. Much of the Portuguese success resulted from their ability to 
penetrate the existing African trade routes, to which they could also add specialized items. Portuguese 
and African Portuguese mulatto traders struck out into the interior to establish trade contacts and 
collection points.

Trade was the basis of Portuguese relations with Africans, but in the wake of commerce followed 
political, religious, and social relations. The small states of the Senegambian coast did not impress 
the Portuguese, who were particularly suspicious of Muslims, their traditional enemies. When they 

reached the Gold Coast (modern Ghana) and found the kingdom of Benin, 
they were impressed both by the power of the ruler and by the magnificence 
of his court. Other large African states also provoked similar responses.

Missionary efforts were made to convert the rulers of Benin, Kongo, 
and other African kingdoms. The Portuguese contacted the Kongo kingdom 
south of the Zaire River about 1484. The missionaries achieved a major 
success in Kongo, where members of the royal family were converted. The 
ruler, Nzinga Mvemba (NZIHNG-uh MVEHM-buh) (r. 1507–1543), with 
the help of Portuguese advisors and missionaries, brought the whole king-
dom to Christianity. Attempts were made to “Europeanize” the kingdom. 
Portugal and Kongo exchanged ambassadors and dealt with each other with 
a certain equality in this early period, but eventually enslavement of his sub-
jects led Nzinga Mvemba to try to end the slave trade and limit Portuguese 
activities. He was only partially successful because of Portugal’s control of 
Kongo’s ability to communicate with the outside world and its dominance 
over Kongo’s trade.

These first contacts were marked by cultural preconceptions as well as 
by appreciation and curiosity. Africans found the newcomers strange and 
at first tried to fit them into their existing concepts of the spiritual and 
natural world. Images of Portuguese soldiers and traders began to appear 
in the bronzes of Benin and the carved ivory sculptures of other African 
peoples (Figure 24.2). The Portuguese tended to look on Africans as sav-
ages and pagans but also as capable of civilized behavior and conversion to 
Christianity.

Portuguese exploration continued southward toward the Cape of 
Good Hope and beyond in the 16th century. Early contacts were made 
with the Mbundu peoples south of Kongo in the 1520s, and a more per-
manent Portuguese settlement was established there in the 1570s with the 
foundation of Luanda on the coast. This became the basis for the Portu-
guese colony of Angola. As we have already seen, the Portuguese tried to 
dominate the existing trading system of the African ports in the Indian 

factories european trading 
 fortresses and compounds with 
 resident merchants; utilized 
 throughout Portuguese trading 
empire to assure secure landing 
places and commerce.

el Mina Most important of early 
Portuguese trading factories in forest 
zone of Africa.

Mvemba, nzinga King of Kongo 
south of Zaire River from 1507 to 
1543; converted to Christianity and 
took title Alfonso i; under Portuguese 
influence attempted to Christianize 
all of kingdom.

24.2 What was the cultural impact of Africans on the New World?

early Portuguese contacts set 
the patterns for contact with 
the African coast. The slave 
trade expanded to meet the 
demand for labor in the new 
American colonies, and millions 
were exported in an organized 
commerce that involved both 
europeans and Africans.

MAP 24.1 Portuguese contact and Penetration of africa  
Portuguese exploration and trade in the 15th century  eventually 
evolved into trade, conquest, and missionary activities. in west 
Africa regular relations were established with a number of 
 kingdoms like Benin and Kongo; in east Africa the Portuguese 
 created outposts in Mozambique and along the Swahili coast, and 
in  ethiopia missionaries sought alliance with local Christians.
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  View the Closer Look on MyHistoryLab:  African Slave 
Trade, 1451–1870
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FiGuRe 24.2 African artists were impressed by the strangeness of 
europeans and sometimes incorporated them in their own work, as 
can be seen in the headpiece of this beautifully carved ivory head 
of a Benin monarch. europeans in turn employed African artisans to 
produce decorative luxury goods.

 Read the Document on MyHistoryLab: Letters from the 
Kings of Portugal to the King of Kongo

Ocean and Red Sea. They established an outpost on Mozambique Island 
and then secured bases at Kilwa, Mombasa, Sofala, and other ports that 
gave them access to the gold trade from Monomotapa (Mwenemutapa) 
in the interior. In east Africa, as on the west African coast, the number of 
permanent Portuguese settlers was minimal. The Portuguese effort was 
primarily commercial and military, although it was always accompanied 
by a strong missionary effort.

The patterns of contact established by the Portuguese were followed 
by others. In the 17th century, the Dutch, English, French, and others com-
peted with the Portuguese and displaced them to some extent, but the sys-
tem of fortified trading stations, the combination of force and diplomacy, 
alliances with local rulers, and the predominance of commercial relations 
continued as the principal pattern of European contact with Africa.

Although for a long time Portugal’s major interest was in gold, pepper, 
and other products, a central element in this pattern was the slave trade. 
Slavery as an institution had been extensive in the Roman empire but had 
greatly declined in most of Europe during the Middle Ages, when it was 
replaced by serfdom. In the Mediterranean and in Iberia, however, where 
there was an active military frontier between Christians and Muslims, it 
had remained important. Moreover, the trans-Saharan slave trade had 
brought small numbers of black Africans into the Mediterranean through-
out the period. The Portuguese voyages now opened a direct channel to 
sub-Saharan Africa. The first slaves brought directly to Portugal from 
Africa arrived in 1441, and after that date slaves became a common trade 
item. The Portuguese and later other Europeans raided for slaves along the 
coast, but the numbers acquired in this way were small. After initial raids, 
Europeans found that trade was a much more secure and profitable way to 
get these human cargoes. For example, the Portuguese sent about 50 slaves 
per year to Portugal before 1450, when raiding was prevalent, but by 1460 
some 500 slaves per year arrived in Portugal as a trade with African rulers 
developed. Whether the victims were acquired by raiding or by trade, the 
effects on them were similar. An eyewitness to the unloading of slaves in 
Portugal in 1444 wrote,

But what heart could be so hard as not to be pierced with piteous feelings 
to see that company? For some kept their heads low and their faces bathed 
in tears, looking one upon another; others stood groaning very dolorously, 
looking up to the height of heaven, fixing their eyes upon it, crying out loudly, 
as if asking help of the Father of Nature.

The slave trade was given added impetus when the Portuguese and the Spanish began to develop 
sugar plantations on the Atlantic islands of Madeira (Portugal) and the Canaries (Spain) and off the 
African coast on the Portuguese-held island of São Tomé. Sugar production demanded many work-
ers and constant labor under difficult conditions, usually in a tropical or subtropical environment. 
The plantation system of organization associated with sugar, in which managers were able to direct 
and control laborers over long periods with little restraint, was later extended to America and then to 
other crops. Although the system did not depend only on Africans, they became the primary planta-
tion laborers in the Atlantic world. The slave trade grew significantly in volume and complexity after 
1550 as the American plantation colonies, especially Brazil, began to develop. By 1600, the slave trade 
predominated over all other kinds of trade on the African coast as Africa was pulled into an Atlantic 
commercial system.

Trend Toward expansion
Although debate and controversy surround many aspects of the history of slavery, it is perhaps best 
to start with the numbers. Estimates of the volume of the trade vary widely, and scholars still debate 
the figures and their implications, but the range of calculations has been narrowed by recent research 

Luanda Portuguese factory 
 established in 1520s south of Kongo; 
became basis for Portuguese colony 
of Angola.
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For Instructors For Students
Break Through to Improving Results with MyHistoryLab (www.myhistorylab.com) MyHistoryLab helps students better prepare for 
class, quizzes, and exams—resulting in more dynamic experiences in the classroom and improved performance in the course. And, the 
immersive Pearson eText—with videos and interactive activities just a click away—truly engages students in their study of history, and 
fosters learning within and beyond the classroom.

Instructor’s Resource Center www.pearsonhighered.
com/irc This website provides instructors with additional 
text-specific resources that can be downloaded for 
classroom use. Resources include the Instructor’s Resource 
Manual, PowerPoint presentations, and the Test Item 
File. Register online for access to the resources for World 
Civilizations, Seventh Edition.

CourseSmart www.coursemart.com CourseSmart eTextbooks offer 
the same content as the printed text in a convenient online format—
with highlighting, online search, and printing capabilities. For more 
information, or to purchase access to the CourseSmart eTextbook, visit 
www.coursesmart.com

Instructor’s Resource Manual Available at the Instructor’s 
Resource Center, at www.pearsonhighered.com/irc, the 
Instructor’s Resource Manual contains learning objectives 
from the text, chapter outlines, chapter summaries that 
cover each section in the text, key terms from the text, 
lecture suggestions, and class discussion questions. It also 
contains a MyHistoryLab syllabus and suggestions for 
integrating MyHistoryLab into your course.

Books à la Carte These editions feature the exact same content as the tra-
ditional printed text in a convenient, three-hole-punched, loose-leaf ver-
sion at a discounted price—allowing students to take only what they need 
to class. Please contact your Pearson sales representative for details.

The Test Item File Available at the Instructor’s Resource 
Center, at www.pearsonhighered.com/irc, the Test Item 
File contains a diverse set of over 2,200 multiple choice 
and essay questions, supporting a variety of assessment 
strategies. The large pool of multiple-choice questions for 
each chapter includes factual, conceptual, and analytical 
questions, so that instructors may assess students on basic 
information as well as critical thinking.

Documents in World History Volume I, Sixth Edition (The Great Tra-
ditions: From Ancient Times to 1500) and Volume II (The Modern 
Centuries: From 1500 to the Present), both edited by Peter N. Stearns,  
Stephen S. Gosch, Erwin P. Grieshaber, and Allison Scardino Belzer, is a 
collection of primary source documents that illustrate the human char-
acteristics of key civilizations during major stages of world history. (Vol.1: 
ISBN 0-205-05023-9; Vol. 2: ISBN 0-205-05024-7)

Supplementary Instructional 
Materials
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For Instructors For Students

MyTest Available at www.pearsonmytest.com, MyTest 
is a powerful assessment generation program that helps 
instructors easily create and print quizzes and exams. 
Questions and tests can be authored online, allowing 
instructors ultimate flexibility to access existing questions 
and edit, create, and store using simple drag-and-drop and 
Word-like controls.

Titles from the renowned Penguin Classics series can be bundled with 
World Civilizations, Seventh Edition, at discounted prices. Please contact 
your Pearson sales representative for details.

PowerPoint Presentations Available at the Instructor’s 
Resource Center, at www.pearsonhighered.com/irc and 
correlated to the chapters of the book, each presentation 
includes a lecture outline and a wealth of images and maps 
from the textbook.

Library of World Biography Series www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/
series/Library-of-World-Biography/10492.page Each interpretive biogra-
phy in the Library of World Biography Series focuses on a person whose 
actions and ideas either significantly influenced world events or whose life 
reflects important themes and developments in global history. Titles from 
the series can be bundled with World Civilizations, Seventh Edition, for a 
nominal charge. Please contact your Pearson sales representative for details.

The Prentice Hall Atlas of World History, Second Edition Produced in 
collaboration with Dorling Kindersley, the leader in cartographic publish-
ing, the updated second edition of The Prentice Hall Atlas of World History 
applies the most innovative cartographic techniques to present world his-
tory in all of its complexity and diversity. Copies of the atlas can be bundled 
with World Civilizations, Seventh Edition, for a nominal charge. Contact 
your Pearson sales representative for details. (ISBN 0-13-604247-3)

A Guide to Your History Course: What Every Student Needs to Know 
Written by Vincent A. Clark, this concise, spiral-bound guidebook orients 
students to the issues and problems they will face in the history classroom. 
Available at a discount when bundled with World Civilizations, Seventh 
Edition. (ISBN 0-13-185087-3)

A Short Guide to Writing about History, Seventh Edition  Written by 
Richard Marius, late of Harvard University, and Melvin E. Page, Eastern 
Tennessee State University, this engaging and practical text helps stu-
dents get beyond merely compiling dates and facts. Covering both brief 
essays and the documented resource paper, the text explores the writing 
and researching processes, identifies different modes of historical writing, 
including argument, and concludes with guidelines for improving style. 
(ISBN 0-13-205-67370-8)
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Break Through to Improving 
Results with MyHistoryLab
A fully integrated learning program, MyHistoryLab for World 
Civilizations: The Global Experience, Seventh Edition helps students 
better prepare for class, quizzes, and exams—resulting in more 
dynamic experiences in the classroom and improved performance 
in the course. And, the immersive Pearson eText—with videos and 
interactive activities just a click away—truly engages students in 
their study of history, and fosters learning within and beyond the 
classroom.

New MyHistoryLibrary
A new release of Pearson’s MyHistoryLibrary contains some of the 
most commonly assigned primary source documents, delivered 
through Pearson’s powerful eText platform. Each reading may also 
be listened to in the Audio eText companion.

Pearson eText with Audio
Contained within MyHistoryLab, the Pearson eText enables students 
to access their textbook online—through laptops, iPads, and tablets. 
Download the free Pearson eText app to use on tablets. Students may 
also listen to their text with the Audio eText.



MyHistoryLab Video Series: Key 
Topics in World History
This comprehensive video series helps students get up-to-speed on 
key topics. Correlated to the chapters of World Civilizations, each 
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learn how an 8th-century battle between Arab and Chinese forces 
in central Asia brought Chinese prisoners who knew how to make 
paper to the Middle East, where their talents were quickly put to 
work. And they argue about world history frameworks: how central 
European actions should be in the world history of the past 500 
years, and whether a standard process of modernization is use-
ful or distorting in measuring developments in modern Turkey 
or China. Through debate come advances in how world history is 
understood and conceptualized, just as the detective work advances 
the factual base.

What Civilization Means
Humans have always shown a tendency to operate in groups that 
provide a framework for economic activities, governance, and 
cultural forms such as beliefs and artistic styles. These groups, or 
societies, may be quite small; hunting-and-gathering bands often 
numbered no more than 60 people. World history usually focuses 
on somewhat larger societies, with more extensive economic rela-
tionships (at least for trade) and cultures.

One vital kind of grouping is called civilization. The idea of 
civilization as a type of human society is central to most world his-
tory, though it also generates debate and though historians are now 
agreed that it is not the only kind of grouping that warrants attention. 
Civilizations, unlike some other societies, generate surpluses beyond 
basic survival needs. This in turn promotes a variety of specialized 
occupations and heightened social differentiation, as well as regional 
and long-distance trading networks. Surplus production also spurs 
the growth of cities and the development of formal states, with some 
bureaucracy, in contrast to more informal methods of governing. 
Most civilizations have also developed systems of writing.

Civilizations are not necessarily better than other kinds of soci-
eties. Nomadic groups have often demonstrated great creativity in 
technology and social relationships, and some were more vigorous 
than settled civilizations in promoting global contacts. Moreover, 
there is disagreement about exactly what defines a civilization—
for example, what about cases like the Incas where there was no 
writing?

Used carefully, however, the idea of civilization as a form of 
human social organization, and an unusually extensive one, has 
merit. Along with agriculture (which developed earlier), civili-
zations have given human groups the capacity to fundamentally 
reshape their environments and to dominate most other living 
creatures. The history of civilizations embraces most of the people 
who have ever lived; their literature, formal scientific discoveries, 
art, music, architecture, and inventions; their most elaborate social, 

The study of history is the study of the past. Knowledge of the past 
gives us perspective on our societies today. It shows different ways 
in which people have identified problems and tried to resolve them, 
as well as important common impulses in the human experience. 
History can inform through its variety, remind us of some human 
constants, and provide a common vocabulary and examples that aid 
in mutual communication.

The study of history is also the study of change. Historians 
analyze major changes in the human experience over time and 
examine the ways in which those changes connect the past to the 
present. They try to distinguish between superficial and fundamen-
tal change, as well as between sudden and gradual change. They 
explain why change occurs and what impact it has. Finally, they 
pinpoint continuities from the past along with innovations. History, 
in other words, is a study of human society in motion.

World history has become a subject in its own right. It involves 
the study of historical events in a global context. It does not attempt 
to sum up everything that has happened in the past. World history 
focuses on two principal subjects: the evolution of leading societies 
and the interaction among different peoples around the globe.

The Emergence of World 
History
Serious attempts to deal with world history are relatively recent. 
Many historians have attempted to locate the evolution of their 
own societies in the context of developments in a larger “known 
world”: Herodotus, though particularly interested in the origins of 
Greek culture, wrote also of developments around the Mediterra-
nean; Ibn Khaldun wrote of what he knew about developments in 
Africa and Europe as well as in the Muslim world. But not until the 
20th century, with an increase in international contacts and a vastly 
expanded knowledge of the historical patterns of major societies, 
did a full world history become possible. In the West, world his-
tory depended on a growing realization that the world could not 
be understood simply as a mirror reflecting the West’s greater glory 
or as a stage for Western-dominated power politics. This hard-won 
realization continues to meet some resistance. Nevertheless, his-
torians in several societies have attempted to develop an interna-
tional approach to the subject that includes, but goes beyond, merely 
establishing a context for the emergence of their own civilizations.

Our understanding of world history has been increasingly 
shaped by two processes that define historical inquiry: detective 
work and debate. Historians are steadily uncovering new data not 
just about particular societies but about lesser-known contacts. 
Looking at a variety of records and artifacts, for example, they 
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contacts, which could have wide impact in reshaping several soci-
eties at the same time. And civilizations responded to still wider 
forces, like migration, disease, or missionary activity, that could 
reshape the frameworks within which they operated. Civilizations 
in these wider contexts—as they changed through internal dynam-
ics, mutual interactions, and responses to broader forces—form the 
basic patterns of world history for the past 5000 years.

political, and economic systems; their brutality and destruction 
caused by conflicts; their exploitation of other species; and their 
degradation of the environment—a result of changes in technology 
and the organization of work.

The study of civilizations always involves more, however, than 
case-by-case detail. World history makes sense only if civilizations 
are compared, rather than treated separately. Equally important, 
civilizations (and other societies) developed important mutual 
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These prehistoric paintings of animals, on the wall of a cave in Lascaux, France, date from 15,000 to 10,000 B.C.E. They show the centrality of meat, 
hides, and bones taken from wild animals in the economy and symbolism of hunting and gathering peoples.
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The Overview: Migrations And 
Revolutionary Changes In Human Economy 
And Organization

The earliest known, fully human species lived in east Africa about 2.5 million years ago. 
Gradually, humans developed a more erect stance and greater brain capacity. Early 
humans lived by hunting and gathering. Because hunting-and-gathering economies 

require a great deal of space—on average about 2.5 square miles per person—populations 
remained small, and people lived in small groups. Even a modest population increase in a 
hunting-and-gathering group required part of the group to migrate in search of new game. 
Tens of thousands of years ago, the most advanced of the human species, Homo sapiens sapiens, 
migrated from Africa into the Middle East, then into Europe and Asia, and later into Australia 
and the Americas. Early humans developed tools, first using stones, sticks, and other natural 
objects. Gradually, people learned to fashion tools and weapons from stone, bone, and wood.

Domestication of animals and techniques of crop growing ultimately created alternatives 
to the hunting-and-gathering economy. Herding activities constituted one option, but agricul-
ture was the more important innovation. Agriculture began at different times in different places, 
from about 10,000 years ago onward. It developed independently in at least three regions and 
perhaps more. The top map on the next page shows the early centers of food production. Grad-
ually, agriculture spread widely, although not universally, from these initial centers.

The development of agriculture was a radical change in 
humans’ way of life. By providing a dependable source of food, it 
allowed people to live in larger groups. Later on, toolmaking tech-
nology advanced with the discovery of metalworking, which in 
turn further increased agricultural production. Increased produc-
tion freed some members of the society to perform other kinds 
of work. This in turn encouraged a further series of organizational 
changes we call civilization.

Early civilizations arose in several different sites, four of them 
along the fertile shores of great rivers. Most of these early civiliza-
tions arose independently of each other. The map of early civiliza-
tions on the bottom of the next page makes another point clear: 
large parts of the world were not involved in these developments. 
Early world history focuses on agricultural civilizations, but it must 
also pay attention to regions that developed different kinds of 
economies and different organizational structures.

Big Concepts
Each of the key phases of the long period of early human history 
(2.5 million B.C.E.–1000 B.C.E.) can be characterized by a central topic 
or Big Concept. The first of these is the development of human 
hunting skills, the adaptation of those skills to the shifting geog-
raphy and climate of the ice age, and above all the patterns of 
human migration that brought humans to so many different areas. 
The second Big Concept is the rise of agriculture and the changes 
in technology associated with the Neolithic revolution (9000 and 
4000 B.C.E.). These changes set in motion the agricultural phase of 
the human experience that lasted until just a few centuries ago. 
The final Big Concept is the appearance of increasingly distinc-
tive human societies through agriculture or nomadic pastoralism, 
and the earliest contacts among these first societies, particularly 
after 3500 B.C.E. when larger and more formally organized societies, 

Bone tools show the increasing intentionality of tool use among hunting 
and gathering peoples, as implements were shaped for various purposes.
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2.5 million B.C.E. 1.25 million B.C.E. 150,000 B.C.E. 30,000 B.C.E. 10,000 B.C.E.

2.5 million Emergence of 
Homo sapiens in eastern 
Africa

1 million Emergence of 
Homo erectus, an upright, 
tool-using human
600,000 Wide spread of 
human species across 
Asia, Europe, Africa; 
control of fire

120,000 Emergence of 
Homo sapiens sapiens, 
which displaces other 
human species

30,000–25,000 Passage 
of first people to Americas
15,000–12,000 
Domestication of dogs

8500–6500 
Domestication of sheep, 
pigs, goats, cattle
8500–3500 Neolithic Age; 
development of farming in 
Middle East

planting seeds and harvesting grain. Thus the rise of agriculture 
was under way.

Even the advent of new social organizations associ-
ated with civilization involved efforts at greater environmen-
tal control. Early civilizations provided social structures that 
could coordinate projects like irrigation. Early civilizations also 
emerged after the invention of new kinds of tools. The wheel 
and metal hand tools, initially of bronze, could increase agricul-
tural production and transport. But they also depended on new 
manufacturing skills. Greater specialization and greater produc-
tivity alike encouraged the kind of organization that early civi-
lization involved. New technology helped shape another new 
stage in world history.

The Big Changes

Agriculture offered a very different set of opportunities and 
problems than hunting and gathering, and these had far-
reaching consequences. Agriculture altered family forms, for 
example, by encouraging higher birth rates, both because 
more food was available and because more labor was needed. 
Permanent settlements arose fairly quickly, reducing local 
movements of people. By creating a surplus of food in most 
years, agriculture permitted a portion of the population to 
engage in occupations other than food production. This led to 

often with early cities as well, emerged and began to develop 
more consistent patterns of interregional trade.

Triggers For Change

The key story in the long early phases of human history focuses 
on adaptation to environments, and particularly the search for 
adequate food supplies. Humans still react to their environ-
ment, but the process was more apparent in earlier periods, 
when human ability to control aspects of the environment was 
less well developed. The early changes in human history—
evolutionary development, more advanced tool-making, and 
the extensive migrations—all occurred within the context of a 
hunting-and-gathering economy.

About ten thousand years ago, in the Black Sea region, 
hunting became less productive. With the end of the ice age, 
climate changes may have reduced big game animals in the 
region. Perhaps a human population increase led to exces-
sive hunting, depleting the supply of animals. Hunting groups 
sometimes deliberately killed off too much game, far more 
than needed, with the unintended consequence of produc-
ing a food crisis; human impact on the environment began 
early. Whatever the causes of the shortage, people were forced 
to look for new sources of food. Women, as gatherers, had 
undoubtedly become aware of the possibility of deliberately 

8000 B.C.E. 6000 B.C.E. 5000 B.C.E. 4000 B.C.E. 2000 B.C.E.

7000 First town at 
Jericho

5600 Beans 
domesticated in 
Western Hemisphere

5000 Domestication of 
maize (corn)
5000–2000 Yangshao 
culture in north China

4000–3000 
Development of 
writing, bronze 
metalworking, wheel, 
plow in Middle East
3500–1800 Sumerian 
civilization
3100–1087 Founding 
and flowering of 
Egyptian civilization
25600–1300 Indus 
civilization in south 
Asia
1500 Beginning of 
Polynesian migrations 
in Pacific

1850 Origins of Shang kingdom in 
China
1800 Formation of Babylonian Empire 
in Middle East
1700–1300 Rise of village culture in 
Mesoamerica
1600 Beginning of Indo-European 
invasions of India and parts of the 
Mediterranean and Middle East
1600 Spread of civilization to Crete 
(Minoan)
1500–800 Olmec Civilizations in 
Central America
1250 Moses and Jewish exodus  
from Egypt (according to Jewish  
belief )
1200–700 Vedas composed (India)
1122–770 Zhou Kingdom in China
900 beginning of Maya (Central 
America)
850 beginnings of Chavin culture 
(Andes)
800 beginnings of Bantu migration 
in Africa
800 initial Greek city states
760–600 Meroe (Kush) rules Egypt
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although to a lesser extent, the arrival of civilizations had wider 
consequences. Most early civilizations, for example, developed 
monumental buildings often associated with religion and more 
formal art and culture were standard features of this final great 
innovation in early human history.

Continuity

While the development of agriculture brought enormous 
changes, it is important to remember that major continuities 
persisted as well. Changes took place very slowly. It took thou-
sands of years for humans to develop New Stone Age tech-
nologies such as fashioning tools rather than simply picking up 
suitably shaped objects, such as rocks.

The slow pace of change had two causes. First, inventing 
fundamentally new devices took time. In some cases, it never 
occurred at all: Impressive agricultural societies flourished with-
out ever developing the wheel or metal tools. In addition, many 
people remained attached to old ways. Because the food sup-
ply was so precarious, the risk of innovation probably seemed 
dangerous. This was one reason why agriculture, although it did 
fan out from its initial centers, took so long to spread widely. 
People cherished the habits long associated with local migra-
tions. Many men valued the challenge of hunting. Many groups 
held out against agriculture, even when they knew of it.

the development of unprecedented levels of social inequality, 
including heightened inequality between men and women. 
Agriculture altered the environment, sometimes resulting in 
overcultivation that depleted the soil. It encouraged humans 
to live in larger groups, and by doing so it created new vulner-
ability to communicable diseases. While agriculture clearly gen-
erated a mixture of advantages and disadvantages, its greater 
food production allowed more population growth. This in turn 
helps explain why agriculture tended to spread and why many 
people were willing to change basic aspects of their lives to 
accommodate to this new economy.

In the most fertile areas, agricultural centers ultimately 
developed the organizational forms associated with civilization, 
most notably formal political structures and cities. Not all did 
so: Stateless, loosely organized agricultural societies persisted 
in quite a few places until relatively modern times. But more 
formal political structures—states—plus larger urban centers—
cities—as places to exchange goods and ideas could further the 
direction of agricultural economies. It was no accident that the 
first four centers of civilization developed along river valleys, 
with their opportunities for irrigation: Civilization resulted from 
the prosperity of this kind of agriculture but also responded 
to its organizational needs, for it took coordination to run irri-
gation systems. Civilizations also helped direct many of the 
surpluses of agricultural economies to upper-class groups—
rulers, landlords, and sometimes priests. As with agriculture, 
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This was a dramatic redefinition of childhood, even as children 
became more numerous in the population at large.

Civilization, as an organizational form, had less impact 
on children, but it added its own changes. Most civilizations 
developed written language, although only a minority could 
afford the time to learn to write. As a result, the vast majority 
of children worked, but an elite minority were sent to school. 
Also, civilizations used codes of law and other prescriptions 
to emphasize the duties of children to their families. All agri-
cultural civilizations emphasized the authority of parents over 
children and children’s obligation to obey their parents. In this 
way, civilizations tried to instill in children a willingness to work 
for the benefit of their families. An early Chinese saying stated 
simply: “No parent is ever wrong.” Children could be loved and 
could flourish, but there was a distinctive tone of strict disci-
pline and obedience in agricultural civilizations that bolstered 
the necessity of children’s labor.

Small wonder that some hunting-and-gathering or herding 
groups, when they encountered civilizations, were shocked at 
how rigorously children were handled. Many American Indians 
were appalled by the harsh physical discipline European immi-
grants dealt out to their children. Here was an example of agri-
culture’s profound impact on daily life.

Societies And Trends

Chapter  1 focuses on the development of agriculture and 
the ways in which it changed the lives of early humans. It 
then describes how farming led, in fertile river valleys, to the 
development of civilization, and what was new in this form 
of human organization. It also notes the limits of these devel-
opments—the many regions that continued living by hunt-
ing and gathering as well as the different trajectory that was 
followed by societies whose people lived by herding animals 
rather than farming. Chapters 2 and 3 focus on the early civili-
zations in the river valley centers, in Mesopotamia, Egypt, the 
Indus valley (India), and the Yellow River valley (China), and 
also on early civilization centers in the Americas. The similari-
ties suggest why people found these new organizational forms 
useful and how the forms responded to needs and oppor-
tunities within agriculture, but each also had its own flavor 
and specific history. This distinctiveness helped set in motion 
enduring differences among the world’s civilizations. Chap-
ters 2 and 3 thus also emphasize opportunities to compare the 
early civilizations.  ■

Even as change occurred, it could produce efforts to pre-
serve older values in new ways. In hunting-and-gathering soci-
eties, men and women both had key productive roles; the roles 
were very different, but they generated some mutual respect. 
With agriculture, men took on functions that probably seemed 
rather feminine, because they were linked to food gathering, 
which had been women’s responsibility before. Men had far less 
time to hunt or to enjoy the masculine rituals associated with 
hunting. So men looked for ways within agriculture to empha-
size manhood. One common response was to claim new levels 
of superiority over women. This was a key change in gender 
relations, but it can also be seen as a kind of compensation. To 
this extent, men could feel that not all traditions were being 
lost. Polytheistic religions in many agricultural societies also 
preserved older emphases, with gods and goddesses dedicated 
to the hunt, even as they added rituals linked to planting and 
harvesting.

Once established, agriculture generated its own impulses 
toward continuity. Many peasant farmers clung fervently to 
traditional techniques and village structures, regarding further 
change with great suspicion. Thus, a tension between change 
and continuity was built into early human experience.

Impact On Daily Life: Children

Children are an important part of any human society. Some 
aspects of children’s lives are doubtless natural, part of human 
experience at any time, in any place. But the arrival of agriculture 
had huge implications for children. Hunting-and-gathering soci-
eties depended on a relatively low birth rate, with few children 
per family. Too many children would overwhelm resources; and 
no family could easily transport more than one young child dur-
ing migrations. So hunters and gatherers limited births, mainly 
by breast-feeding each child for up to four or five years, which 
created chemical changes in women’s bodies that reduced the 
chances of new conception.

With agriculture, however, more children could be sup-
ported, and indeed children became a vital part of the family 
labor force. Infants began to be weaned at about 18 months 
on average, a huge change from earlier human patterns. Birth 
rates shot up—agricultural families usually averaged five to 
seven children, although some would die because infant mor-
tality rates were high. Childhood began to be defined in terms 
of work. Even young children had obligations. And by the time 
they were teenagers, their families depended on their labor. 
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One day about 10,000 years ago, in a rock shelter near the Pecos River, an early 
human inhabitant of what is today west Texas inserted the bloom stalk of a yucca plant into one 
of several holes worn into a fire-starting stick and, holding the stalk upright, twirled it between 
her hands, as depicted in the artist’s recreation on this page. After much effort on the part of the 
young woman, the friction between the spinning stalk and the stick produced wisps of smoke, 
then sparks, then glowing embers. The woman used the embers to set fire to a small pile of 
dried yucca leaves that she had gathered. Yucca leaves have thin tendrils that, when dry, catch 
fire readily. Carefully tended, the leaves could be used to kindle a steady fire that provided not 
only warmth, but the means for cooking a meal. And, importantly, stalks, fire-sticks, and leaves 
could easily be carried by migratory groups of early humans.

What were the major concerns 
and activities of early humans 
and in what ways might 
these explain the very slow 
development of early human 
societies?  p. 9

1.1

Why has sedentary agriculture 
been so critical to the rise and 
persistence of civilizations as 
they are defined in the chapter 
that follows?  p. 14

1.2

In what ways did the rise of 
towns promote contacts and 
ongoing linkages between 
different human communities 
both within particular 
regions and across regional 
boundaries?   p. 19

1.3

Figure 1.1  Crouching against a wall 
to shelter the first sparks from wind, 
a Neolithic woman spins a dried 
yucca stalk against a much-used 
fire-starter to generate heat that 
will kindle a fire on the dried plant 
material she has placed under the 
fire-starting stick.

Read the Document on MyHistoryLab:  A Visitor from the Neolithic Age
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1.2 1.31.1

Several yucca-based fire-starter kits, some including bows used in the place of hands to 
turn the yucca stalk, have been found across the American Southwest. These Neolithic (New 
Stone Age) kits send us a number of messages about early world history. Most obviously, early 
men and women were tool users. They not only deliberately selected branches, stones, and 
other natural objects from the environment, they crafted them into weapons, utensils, and tools 
that could be used to ward off animal and human enemies, hunt, trap, fish, prepare food, and 
construct shelters. This capacity to fashion tools distinguishes human beings from all other ani-
mals. Although a number of other animals, including apes, are tool users, only human beings 
invent and craft their tools. By this time, humans had known how to make and use fire for thou-
sands of years—another discovery unique to humans. The use of fire for cooking allowed early 
humans to eat a wider variety of foods, particularly animal protein.

The toolmakers of the American Southwest lived far from eastern Africa, where human 
beings first evolved. Just decades ago, it was believed that the first humans migrated from 
northeast Asia into what is now Alaska only 12,000 years ago. Vastly improved archeological 
techniques have recently revealed that the crossing had been made at least as early as 25,000 
B.C.E. and that the migrants spread out quickly, probably traveling both overland and by boat 
along the Pacific Coast, from Alaska to Chile.

Finally, we know our early ancestors could talk. Human beings had developed what some 
call the “speech gene” about 70,000 years earlier, vastly improving the species’ capacity to com-
municate, beyond the sounds and gestures common to a number of animal groups. Neolithic 
humans were what we sometimes call “primitive,” but they had already experienced a number 
of fundamental changes and, in some places, they were poised to introduce some more.  ■

The creation of fire-starters and other tools, including weapons, proved critical to the survival of 
early humans and to the development of ever-larger communities and eventually whole societies. In 
the chapter that follows we will trace the successive stages of the early material and social develop-
ment of the human species. We will explore the technological and organizational innovations that 
made it possible for what became the great majority of humans to move from tiny bands of wander-
ing hunters and gatherers to sedentary village dwellers and then the builders of walled cities with 
populations in the thousands. More than any other factor, these transformations were made pos-
sible by the development of agriculture that increased and made more secure the supply of food by 
which more and more humans could be sustained.

The domestication of animals and the shift to agriculture were accompanied by major changes 
in the roles and relationships between men and women and patterns of childrearing. They also led 
to increasing social stratification, new forms of political organization, increasingly elaborate means 
of artistic expression, and more lethal ways of waging war. During the millennia of transition farm-
ing communities occupied only small pockets of the earth’s land area and only rarely ventured out 
on the sea or large rivers. Pastoral peoples who depended on herds of domesticated animals for 
their livelihood occupied a far greater share of the space where there was a human presence. An 
uneasy balance between the peoples who followed these two main adaptations to the diverse eco-
systems in which humans proved able to survive was a dominant feature of the history of the spe-
cies and the planet until five or six centuries ago.

 Watch the Video Series on MyHistoryLab
Learn about some key topics related to this chapter with the MyHistoryLab Video Series:  
Key Topics in World History
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1.1 1.2 1.3

Late Paleolithic Transition Phase Neolithic Age Metal Age

15,000 B.C.E. 10,000 B.C.E. 8000 B.C.E. 6000 B.C.E. 4000 B.C.E. 2000 B.C.E.

18,000–100,000 
Central Russian 
mammoth bone 
settlements
15,000–12,000 
Domestication of 
dogs
10,500–8000 Natu-
fian settlements

8500 Domestication 
of sheep
8500–5000 Devel-
opment of farming in 
the Middle East

7500–6500 Domes-
tication of pigs, 
goats, cattle
7000 Full-fledged 
town at Jericho
6250–5400 Çatal 
Hüyük at its peak

5600 Beans 
domesticated
5000–2000 
Yangshao culture in 
north China
5000 Domestication 
of maize (corn)

4000–3000 Age of 
innovation in the 
Middle East: introduc-
tion of writing, metal-
working, wheel, plow
3500 Llama 
domesticated
3500–2350 Civiliza-
tion of Sumer
c. 3100 Rise of Egyp-
tian civilization
2500–1500 Indus 
valley civilization in 
south Asia

2000 Kotosh culture 
in Peru
c. 1766 Emergence 
of Shang kingdom in 
China
1700–1300 Rise of 
village culture in 
Mesoamerica
1000–500 Olmec 
civilization in 
Mesoamerica
400 Potatoes 
domesticated

Human Life In The Era Of Hunters And Gatherers

Hunting and gathering 
economies dominated human 
history until 9,000 B.C.E. These 
economies helped propel 
migration over most of the lands 
on earth.

1.1 What were the major concerns and activities of early humans and in what ways might these 
explain the very slow development of early human societies?

A group of historians currently working on what they call Big History point out that the human 
experience is only a brief moment in the larger history of the earth itself and the origins of vari-
ous forms of life. Big History furthers a discussion of when and how the human species emerged 
and what impact its arrival would have, over time, on the physical environment and on other spe-
cies. In this approach human history fits into a larger pattern of terrestrial change.

By the late Paleolithic Age (Old Stone Age) in 12,000 b.c.e., humans had evolved in physical 
appearance and mental capacity to roughly the same level as today. Our species, Homo sapiens, had 
been competing with increasing success for game and campsites with other humanlike creatures 
for nearly 100,000 years. Homo sapiens’ large brain, critical to the survival of all branches of the 
genus Homo, was almost the same size as that of modern humans. As Figure 1.2 shows, the erect 
posture of Stone Age humans and related humanoids freed their hands. The combination of these 
free hands with opposable thumbs and a large brain enabled different human species to make and 
use tools and weapons of increasing sophistication. These implements helped to offset the humans’ 
marked inferiority in body strength and speed to rival predators, such as wolves and wild cats, as 
well as to many of the creatures that humans hunted. A more developed brain ultimately allowed 
humans to transform cries and grunts into the patterned sounds that make up language. Language 
greatly enhanced the possibilities for cooperation and for cohesion within the small bands that were 
the predominant form of human social organization. By the end of the Paleolithic Age, these advan-
tages had made Homo sapiens a species capable of changing its environment.

During the course of human evolution, one other interesting change occurred. In contrast to the 
great apes and other mammals, human children did not develop mature teeth until well after wean-
ing. For human children to survive, their parents or other adults had to devote a much longer period 
to providing food. Family structures had to develop accordingly.

Paleolithic Culture
By the late Paleolithic Age, human groups survived by combining hunting and fishing with the gath-
ering of wild fruits, berries, grains, and roots. They had created many tools, such as those shown in 
Figure 1.3, for these purposes. Tools of wood and bone have perished; surviving stone tools such as 
these are our main evidence of the technology of this age. Early tools, crafted by species from which 
humans evolved, have been found at sites well over 2 million years old. These early species made 
tools by breaking off the edges of stones to create crude points or rough cutting surfaces. By the late 
Paleolithic Age, their fully human descendants had grown much more adept at working stone. They 

Homo sapiens  The humanoid spe-
cies that emerged as most successful 
at the end of the Paleolithic period.




